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the raw surface on the bladder is covered with peritoneum and does not 
remain in contact with a tampon. Hence the importance, in the radical 
abdominal operation, to suture the peritoneum anteriorly and to avoid 
drainage as much as possible. The use of the catheter is advised. 


Laparotomy for Retroflexion with Pregnancy. — Kustner (Mounts. f. 
Geb. u. Gyn., Band xxv, Heft 2) reports the case of a primipara, aged 
twenty-three years, who a year before entering the clinic had had an 
incomplete abortion resulting in localized peritonitis and fixation of 
the retroflexed uterus. She was admitted on account of ischuria, due 
to pressure of the impacted pregnant uterus (four months), which could 
not be replaced under narcosis. The abdomen was opened and numerous 
slight adhesions were found attaching the uterus to the adnexa and 
rectum. These were separated, and the organ was replaced and kept in 
position with a pessary until after the patient’s convalescence, when the 
ring was removed. The uterus remained anteflexed until the end of the 
pregnancy. Kustner concludes that in cases of incarceration of the 
pregnant displaced uterus no time should be lost in relieving the pressure 
on the bladder, usually by inducing labor if possible and subsequently 
performing laparotomy. 


Observations on Ruptured Ectopic Pregnancy. — Haim and Lederer 
(. Monats. f. Geb. u. Gyn., Band xxv. Heft 2) report 27 cases, the average 
age of the patients being thirty and a half years; 50 per cent, were multi¬ 
parse and only 4 women were nulliparse. The adnexa were diseased in 
about one-half of the cases, gonorrhoeal infection being the common 
cause. Rupture occurred between the second and third months in 
the majority of the cases, the direct cause being erosion of the tubal 
wall by a growing of the placental villi. The symptoms in 16 cases were 
metrorrhagia, abdominal pain, rapid pulse, vomiting, and dulness on 
percussion. Haim and Lederer condemn explorative curettement and 
vaginal section as aids to diagnosis. Free blood should be removed on 
opening the abdomen, but the operation should not be unduly pro¬ 
longed for this purpose. The routine use of the Mikulicz tampon is 
advised. Only 4 patients succumbed, the average period of convales¬ 
cence being twenty-six days. Normal pregnancy followed in several in¬ 
stances. [We have introduced this paper in order to express our disap¬ 
proval of the deductions. Were they based on an analysis of 100 cases 
they would doubtless be different as regard both diagnosis and treatment. 
In spite of the favorable statistics, most operators will condemn the use 
of drainage in cases of intraperitoneal rupture.—H. C. C.] 


Sterility.—In a discussion of this subject before the Hamburg Obstet¬ 
rical Society ( Zentralbl. f. Gynakol. No. 13, 1907, p. 364) Seeligmann 
stated that his views had not changed during the last fifteen years, as 
he still believes that the principal cause of sterility in women is 
defective development of the uterus and ovaries, of which the conical 
cervix is a visible indication. This condition is usually associated 
with a diminution of the normal alkaline discharge, which is favorable 
for the vitality and activity of the spermatozoa. He has noted a con- 
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siderable number of successful results following incision of the cervix 
and the subsequent use of alkaline douches. 

Prochownick asserted that in one-third of all unfruitful marriages 
the husband has azoospermia, resulting from a previous gonorrhoeal 
epididymitis. One-third were due to gonorrhoeal infection of the wife 
by the husband. In the remaining third pelvic inflammatory conditions 
play an even more important part than do neoplasms. 


New Method of Ventro-suspension. — Liepmann ( Zentralbl. f. Gynak., 
No. 6, 1907, p. 169) believes that Olshausen’s method of suspending 
the uterus by the round ligaments is the ideal one. He modifies the 
latter’s operation by drawing the loop of the ligament through a slit 
in the peritoneum and fixing it to the muscle by silk sutures. The 
advantages claimed for it are more permanent fixation, greater mobility 
of the uterus, and a more nearly physiological position. 

Results of Myoma Operations. — Sarwey {Arch. f. Gynak., Band lxxix, 
Heft 2) reports 430 cases from the Tubingen Clinic in the course of seven 
years. The mortality after abdominal operations was between 4 and 
5 per cent., after vaginal from 5 to 6 per cent., and after conservative 
operations about 6 per cent. Among 360 cases the tumor had under¬ 
gone degeneration in 57 (6 sarcomatous), and in 104 cases there 
were visceral complications, cardiac degeneration being noted in 32. 
In 94 cases accompanying disease of the uterus and adnexa was observed. 
300 patients were kept under observation subsequently. Nervous and 
atrophic conditions were seldom observed when both ovaries were 
removed (30.8 per cent.). Even when one or both ovaries was left 
typical climacteric disturbances were noted in 28 per cent.; hence 
Sarwey’s inference that the benefit derived by the patient from sparing 
the ovaries after removal of the uterus is more than counterbalanced by 
the dangers of their subsequent degeneration. 

In 25 cases of conservative myomectomy other tumors developed in 
4; 3 patients became pregnant and 1 had rupture of the uterus at the 
site of the cicatrix. Of the 275 patients in whom a radical operation was 
performed none complained of the cessation of menstruation. Sarwey 
believes that the importance of preserving the functions of menstruation 
and conception has been exaggerated, and that the radical operation is 
preferable. 
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The Radiotherapeutics of Ringworm. — Sabouraud (Brit. Jour, of 
Dermatology, June, 1906) describes at some length the method of 
treating ring-worm by the rr-rays employed at the St. Louis Hospital, 



